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TWENTIETH ANNUAL SILENT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MEMORIAL MARCH 

Statement 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]: This morning I attended the Twentieth Annual 
Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March led by the Minister for Child Protection, Hon Robyn McSweeney. 
Also in attendance were Hon Sue Ellery, Hon Alison Xamon and Michelle Roberts from the other place. We all 
participated in this very worthy event. This event not only highlighted and raised awareness of domestic and 
family violence, but also remembered and honoured many lives that have been lost as a result of domestic family 
violence. I would like to take this opportunity tonight to sincerely thank and acknowledge the fantastic work 
achieved by the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA). This morning we heard 
from a number of speakers, including the minister. However, there was one story I would like to share with the 
chamber tonight, and that is about a very courageous and extremely strong lady, a survivor of domestic and 
family violence, Ms Nicola Coleman.  

Nicola Coleman addressed the many participants at the march today. In her first public speaking event, Nicola 
spoke about how a young, confident and intelligent lady became a victim of domestic violence and turned into a 
timid, shy, scared woman, who doubted her worth, her ability and her sanity. Her story was horrifying, sad and, 
unfortunately, true for many other women and families in our community. It is often thought that women who 
suffer domestic violence are not intelligent or strong women and it is only vulnerable women who become 
victims. Sadly, however, this is not true. I say “sadly” because it makes it even harder for those women to come 
forward and speak out.  

The march today was to raise awareness and to give women the strength to speak out, the strength to say enough 
is enough, and the strength to end their misery and suffering and to seek help. Many abused women are 
embarrassed to share their secrets, even with their friends, for fear of being judged, for fear that the abuse will 
get worse and for fear that they will lose their children. It is important to remember that family and domestic 
violence is not limited to physical abuse. Many people, men and women, are victims of emotional abuse. This 
abuse is often shrugged off and is not identified until it escalates. However, insults, threats denying a person 
friends, criticising opinions or faith and even threatening suicide is an abuse affecting many men, women and 
children in our community. Many of us in this chamber can only imagine the trauma they go through and, 
hopefully, we will never completely understand their fear. However, as members we can assist in raising this 
awareness in our electorates, support community organisations in our regions, be aware and alert that this 
violence is out there and not be afraid to identify it.  

In Midland, within my electorate of the East Metropolitan Region, there is a wonderful team of ladies headed by 
Patsy Molloy, manager at the Midland Women’s Health Care Place, who are assisting many in the East 
Metropolitan Region who need their help. I encourage members who have not done so already to visit the 
equivalent organisation in their electorates and support them. It is a very sad statistic that since the last memorial 
march in April 2009, 15 people in Western Australia have died as a result of domestic violence. In the 
information sheet distributed at today’s march, statistics were quoted from the personal safety survey conducted 
in 2005. Currently, one in three women experience domestic and family violence at some point during their 
lifetime. As was stated many times this morning and displayed on many banners, one death is one too many. We 
walked through the city today on our silent march. Being my first, it was heartening to witness the respect given 
by so many onlookers. In fact, one group of young ladies was calling out and thanking us for marching for them. 
Again, I thank the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA), and the major sponsors 
of the event, the  Department for Child Protection family and domestic unit, the minister for her passionate 
support and Lotterywest. I acknowledge the bravery of Nicola Coleman and thank her friends for supporting her 
through this extremely difficult time. I can only hope her actions inspire others who are suffering to come 
forward.  

I ask members to please remember to wear their white ribbon tomorrow. Thank you. 
 


